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him, illustrating these traits of his character. One
anecdote will suffice as an instance of the extraordinary
freedom which common soldiers were sometimes per-
mitted to use in addressing their haughty and imperious
sovereign. In the course of the Seven Years' War, a
regiment just about to go into winter quarters was
suddenly ordered to march against the enemy. Frederick
rode by the side of the men as they marched,
.      J     .	,.	J    .	,'    Anecdote.
and overhearing a grenadier cursing and
grumbling at the hardness of their fate, said, c Be calm,
my children, you shall have all the better winter quarters
for it.5 * I only hope you're not lying, Fritz,3 was the un-
blushing reply. c No,' said the king, good-humouredly,
* no really I'm not; I keep my word.' c Well then,3 ex-
claimed the grenadier, 'now we are ready to drive the
devil out of hell.3 This particular anecdote may or may
not be true, but there are so many of the same kind that
it is impossible to believe all to be fictitious.
§ 2. State of Eiirope at Frederick's Accession.
The question of Juliers and Berg, which had played so
prominent a part in Frederick William's reign, remained
unsettled at the time of his death, though the juijers and
advanced age of the Elector Palatine made it fiers-
evident that the succession would soon be vacant. Dis-
gusted with the double dealing of the Emperor, Frederick
William had towards the close of his reign applied to
France for support in maintaining his rights. His over-
tures were favourably received, but led to nothing,
because France was unwilling to see any strong power
in possession of the important duchies on the Rhine.
Moreover, the widespread belief that nothing would
induce the Prussian king to go to war deprived him of
the consideration that would otherwise have been shown

